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In order to make sure that we continue 
to stay focused on this initiative and to be— 
and to succeed, I’ve set up 10 faith-based 
offices in 10 agencies, Federal agencies. In 
other words, there’s got to be some account-
ability. I want there to be a presence in these 
Federal bureaucracies. I want somebody in 
there agitating for fairness, understanding 
the great hope of this initiative. 

In 2003, grants to faith-based programs 
had gone up by 20 percent, and what’s im-
portant for you to understand is that all the 
grant money hasn’t just gone to the estab-
lished faith providers, like the Salvation 
Army, which has done a fantastic job, or 
Catholic Charities, which has done a fantastic 
job in America. But I want to make sure that 
social entrepreneurs, large and small, had ac-
cess to Federal money. In other words, we 
want to make sure that the program reaches 
some of the most lonely corners in America, 
that we touch both large and small providers. 
And we’re making progress. And I’m asking 
Towey all the time, ‘‘Are we reaching new 
programs? Are we making a difference in 
other neighborhoods? Are we making sure 
that this has a broad reach throughout Amer-
ica?’’ And I’m proud to report that thousands 
of small groups, tiny grassroots organizations, 
are being touched by this initiative, and that’s 
important. 

Let me tell you why I feel so strongly about 
this initiative, because I understand the true 
strength of America lies in the hearts and 
souls of our citizens. Interestingly enough, 
I wasn’t the first person to recognize this, 
nor will I be the last. De Tocqueville, fine 
fellow from France, came to the United 
States in the 1830s. And he studied what 
made America unique. And what he found 
was, the uniqueness of America then was 
their eagerness to come together to form as-
sociations to enable people to serve a cause 
greater than themselves. Many of those asso-
ciations existed because of religion; a lot of 
them didn’t. But there was this great desire 
for Americans to voluntarily associate in 
order to help realize an ambition deep within 
our soul, and that is to make our country 
a better place and, at the same time, make 
ourself a better person by working to help 
somebody who hurts. He recognized, de 
Tocqueville recognized that a strength—that 

that was our strength then. It’s very impor-
tant for those of us in public policy to recog-
nize that it is our strength today. 

And so I want to thank you all for being 
a soldier in the army of compassion, some 
of you privates, some of you sergeants, some 
of you generals, all soldiers, bound together 
by the great desire to love a neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

Over the next 4 years, I’ll continue to work 
with our faith- and community-based pro-
grams to save America one heart, one soul, 
one conscience at a time. 

Thanks for coming today. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
10:55 a.m. at Paul Public Charter School. In his 
remarks, he referred to Barbara Nophlin, head 
of school, Paul Public Charter School. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of the First Lady. 

Proclamation 7878—National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, 2005 
April 1, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Our Nation has a responsibility to build 

a safe and nurturing society so that our young 
people can realize their full potential. During 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month, we 
renew our commitment to preventing child 
abuse and rededicate ourselves to working 
together to ensure that all children can have 
a bright and hopeful future. 

Creating a protective environment for our 
young people requires the shared commit-
ment of individuals, families, and faith-based 
and community organizations. Parents and 
family members are the first and most impor-
tant influence in a child’s life. A safe and 
stable family can provide children with a 
foundation of love and security that encour-
ages positive growth and development. Fed-
eral, State, and local government officials can 
also improve the lives of our young people 
by doing all they can to keep children safe 
from harm. 
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Together, we can protect our future gen-
erations so that they can realize the opportu-
nities of our Nation. By providing help and 
hope to our young people, we will build a 
better and more compassionate world for our 
children and grandchildren. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 2005 as Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month. I en-
courage all Americans to protect our children 
from abuse and neglect and to help ensure 
that every child can grow up in a secure and 
loving environment. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of April, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:49 a.m., April 4, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on April 5. 

Proclamation 7879—National 
Donate Life Month, 2005 
April 1, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s health care system is the best 

in the world. We are blessed with skilled doc-
tors and medical professionals, advances in 
technology, and countless organ, tissue, and 
bone marrow donors who help save lives. 
During National Donate Life Month, we 
continue to work to raise donation awareness, 
help people get the information they need 
to become donors, and recognize those who 
have chosen to donate. 

Organ donors share the precious gift of life 
with others and demonstrate the compas-
sionate spirit of our Nation. Most people are 
eligible to donate organs, tissue, or bone 
marrow. They can join the donor registry in 

their State, indicate donations on their driv-
er’s license, or complete and carry a donor 
card. Through these measures, Americans 
help others in need to live longer and 
healthier lives. 

My Administration remains committed to 
increasing organ and tissue donation. Over 
the past 4 years, more than 10,500 organiza-
tions have joined the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ ‘‘Gift of Life Donation 
Initiative’’ and made donation information 
available to their employees, associates, and 
members. My fiscal year 2006 budget pro-
posal includes $23 million for donation and 
transplant services at HHS and an additional 
$23 million for the National Bone Marrow 
Donor Registry. These programs will help in-
crease donation rates, treat patients in need, 
and strengthen efforts to find suitable bone 
marrow donors. 

During National Donate Life Month, I 
join our citizens in honoring donors and their 
families. The generosity of these individuals 
reflects the great character of our country 
and sets a fine example for all Americans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 2005 as Na-
tional Donate Life Month. I urge health care 
professionals, volunteers, educators, govern-
ment agencies, and private organizations to 
help raise awareness of the need for organ 
and tissue donors across our Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of April, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:49 a.m., April 4, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on April 5. 
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